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Milton end David Wees, Sarnia, Ont.

@

Interviewsd by Wm.Wakeham and Richard Rathbun,

September 3, 1694. °
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They have been fishing hers &bout 34 /
years. They begen to fish with seines, and

also troll lines, but did not 4o very mmuch

Y

with them &2nd heve not for this lesst 15
S’ ‘ years. They fished steadily with seines up
ahx“éh' to this spring. Their seines run from 75 to
‘80 rods long. In the center they would fish
20 Peet Of water. TIn the wings they hed 5-
inen mesh and in the bunt 2 1/2-inch.

We commence seining in the spring about
Mey 15, and in the fell about Sgptembsr 15.
In olden times we tged to commence about
G April 15. That spring seining lasts until
gbout the first of July, so that the spring

geason would be from May 15 to July 1. Then
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we begin egein abont September 15 or 20 and
continue until cold weather coﬁes on, until
in November sometime.

In the spring fishery we take pickerel,

sturgeon and sonie herring, but not very many

g VY.
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herring in the spring. Once in awhile we
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would get an odd Whitefisgl“and used to get
more & few years ago. 1 think we only got 2
this spring. 1In Detroit River ‘theyv have
been trapping them and 1 think it eut them
off so that they did not come up here. When

they beran pound fishing in Lake Erie our
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whitefish dropped off. In the seines we
would get suckers, perch and a few catfish,
8lso & few bullhesds, but not many. Would
also get & few sheepsheads. Never got any
Germen carp. It wes & very rere thing to
get black bass here. We used to get the
white basg, but not many of late years. We

used to get quite 2 few trout also. We do
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:50M~4 not get many trowt now, but until this sea-

son we have always got 2 few. The pound

*

nets do not seem to take trout like our

-

seines would. This is a pickerei and stur-
szg%uw " geon ground, but 1 d¢ not think our books
| vi;l show 500 pounds of pickerel caught this
D fiauasd
yea{f but, of course, we begen & little late.
”\ﬂﬂ;@ﬂz We think, however, that the big 8-inch mesh
in our lesads lets tne pickerel throuwgh. In
the summer wg always knocked ofl fishing.
In the Fall our principal fishsry was her- =
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ring. Our reason for thinking whitefish

n:jgwwdsi//oome from Leke Erie was becesuse before they
I Fa s

put their nets in there we used to get them;

that ié, about I4’yéar§ ago. We used to get
gquite a fair edtch of whitefish in those
days. We got the most whitefish in the

spring ‘then. Up at Grand Benhd they elways

oo
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got more whitefish tian we got. Our prinei- P
“r

51 pal fishery here was always sturgeon and
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pickerel, and herring in the fall.

We think the herring work in from the
lake, ard we think they ere Lake Huron her-
ring. The herring we cetech in thg spring
are larger than the ones we get in the fall.
In the f211 they ere not so very large. When
we first start fishing 2long the last of Sep-
tember they betin to cateh them down by Port
Lampton; then they begin to eateh them right
along up. They get the herring down there
before we get them here, which shows they
come up the river. They get them 2 weeks be-
fore we get them hefe. But this last 5
vears we have not cswht 100 barrels of her-
ring altogether in the fall. We havs gotten

more this spring then we got all last fall.

We do not catch any more small fish in /7

the seines than we do in the pound nets. Of
course, the pot in the povnd is the same

size &as the eenter in the seine. The pot is



2 1/2-inch. I think if it was 2-inch it
would be better for the fish, as they would
not gill so bad. We never caught any qug?ti—
ty of smell fish. The smellest pickerzl we
used to get would weigh 2 little undsr a
pound. Thet is, yellow pickerel. That is
what we c2ll No.2 pickerel. Ths lo.l's
wonld ro l-pound and over. Anything under 1
pound was No.2. The No.2 shonld be 21l cast
out and let them go. They eould be thrown
out 2ll right, as they ars 2 very hardy fish.
The sturgeon used to run just the same as
they do now. This spring we canght about
the largest sturgeon we ever ecaught. Soms
of them woﬂ}d g0 up to 150 pounds round, and
from thet down to 25 pounds. If they are
not 4 fest you do not get full price for
them, but still they were sent to market,

and counted as 1/2 a fish. Our sturgeon

were sent to Port Huron. They save the ecavi-
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ar there, and we sent our sturgeon over
there round, deily, and we do thet still.
There is what we ez2ll the black st!:rgion and
rock sturgeon. The hleck sturgeon ewe big
and the rock sturgeon snell. 1 think probz-
bly the ¥Yock sturgeon ere the young of the
blaeck sturgeon. I think the rough skin
leaves then when they get lerger. When we
begen fishing we could rniot give the sturgeon
awey and did not save them at £11. We used
to draw thaen in on shore in the seines and
let them go right out sgein, and probably
would catch them the négxt time we hauled.
It is about 16 or 17 years ago that we begun
to sell them. The l:irst we oot was about 10
cents apiece for them, &nd then we go 20
cents and so on up.

We never noticed any ‘dinﬁnution in the
sturgeon until they went to putting so meny

pound nets up in the leke here. They had
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the pound nets on the Canada side up around
Blue Point and Kettle Point. Thev have
brought down et one time over 7,300 sturgeon,
and all for Selkirk. The sturreon sesm to
come down from up above. It is about 10
years ago since they went to putting pound
nets up there, and then we noticed the stur-
geon &nd pickeregl both begen to decrease.(
We think the pickerel are traveling down
in the spring when we cétch than. Some of
them heave spawned and some have not. It is
just owing to the spring,; if the ice leaves
early, they seem to spawn esrly. In the
early deys sbout all the pickerel had the
spawn in when we began fishing April 15.
The pickerel spawn I think vp in these bays
where there is quite guniet weter. It would
not be in & swiflft current. I mean the small

baye in Laké liuron and possibly in the river

below here. I think in the early spring
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they ere on their way down to spawn. When
they are caning back after spewning we never
get many in the seines, a&s they seem to keep
out further. This spring the pickersl
seemed to be all spawned ont by kay 15 when
we began fishing. :

The sturseon seem Lo have spawnlin them
most any time. Ws heve taken sturgeon that
hed spawned. That would be a2long ebout the
lest of lLiay end June. 1 du not know where
they spawn unless it i8 up around the bays
in the lske. There is a bay arcund Kettle
Point where the Indians used to spear them
and I always thought, as they come so close
in shore, in about 8 or IQ Teet of water,
that they come in to spawn. An Indian said
he hhad seen tuen lying up there just as

thick &8s you conld spreasd your fingers out.

. That would be in June and July. And then we

have ssen sturgeon in the fall with the



spawn so0 ripe that they covld rot hold it
througi the winter,

From the mouth of the river up thdre used
to be 7 seines fished. It took ebout 8 men
to & seine. They were a2ll hired men. We
had to elsar tne bottom before we began sein-
ing anda had to employ divers. We have to
clear the ground every year more or less, as
there is eglweys drift cuaning in. Some years
we will pay a diver $40 or $50. We are al-
weys put to & good deel of expense keeping
our grounds clesar,

The current is towards the river and the
rate would be shout 3 miles an hour off here
end it increases as you go down. I never
notieced &ny difference in the eurrent in the
different seasons. It seems to be as rapid
in the fell &8s in the spring. Before & blow
there will be & repid eurrent. We always

geine with the eurrent and sometimes it

/6 /
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would g6 down very fast, so tnat we could
herdly keep up with it, and other times it
would go duwn slow. The ecurrent sesms to
set right straisht for the river and in here
it is right along shore. I notice the cur-
rent out as far as we have been. I think
the farther you get out the more current
there will be.

The water inecreases gradually in depth as
you go off shore. In a mile off shore would
not have over 22 feet of water. We would go
out eabout 100 rods with the seines and that
was the general average distance.

Grounds below us, when the herring were
coming up in the fall, would catech more than
we would, and take it along later in the
fall they seem to work in out of the lake
and we would hold our own, but they would be
small herring. We always thought the first

run of larger herring came up the river, as
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they elways got them below & few days before

: we did. i
e
5 - We get our best run of sturgeon generally
S during the full moon in June. They would
slack off in July and they would not come on
again to amount to anything. We do not
count on sturgeon after they once slack off.
e From the mouth of the river to thHe upper
Su’
- e limit of the seining was sbout 8 miles.

There were 8 seining grounds in that dis-
tance and we were all about the same dis-
tance apart, except that up above they were
a little farther apart and down in the bay
they would be & little nearer.

We get a2 few ling and a very few sheeps-

head. We did not get any menominees and no

ordinary whitefish. Our whitefish would run

‘from 2 1/2 pounds up to 10 pounds, and would

-
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W long jaw. Only got the ordinary herring and
0‘
- o :
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average sbout 3 pounds. We have got a few
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whitefish under a pound, but not many. We
never notice any very small ones. The small
fish we never draw in with the seine. 1
have seen young herring swimning elong the
beach here in July,; at least I am pretty
sure they were herring. We only got 1 or 2
whitefish here this spring and we lay it en-
tirely to the nets in Lake Erie.

The seines that were fished in the river
were a smaller seine thamn ours and they had
a vefy small mesh so that they ceaught very
small pickerel. It was mostly all No.2 fish
they ecesught. _A year ago this least spring we
had a good ran of pickerel, as'good as we
ever had, and finer pickerel I never saw.

It was the best run we had for a number of
years. But on the whole the pickerel have
decreased very much since we began fishing.
I think they have decreased easily one-half

from what they were 20 years ago.



W erel here. Once in swhile we get a pike.
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I do rot think we ever pot eny blue pick-

—

We take 2 few maskinonge, but they are very
gcarce and slweys were. We took one : week
ago weighing 21 pounds dressed. I never saw
any brook trout here. We have ca'ght 3 eels
here. o
The whitefish have decreased down to noth-
ing. 25 years ego we used to get very nice
hauls. We used to get them mostly in the
spring, in May and the first of June. We
used to get a few in the fall, but no great
quantity. Trout have decreased neerly as

mach @8 whitefish. We used to get a good

many trout 25 years ago. e

Q.oq J

In the esrly days thers was no other fish- 7
ing here but seine fishing, and they used to
geine on the Americen side just the same &s
we did here énd we naver conld sse any dif-

ference in the fishing until they put in the

-
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pound nets ard gill nets, " And when they put
them up ebove here, double headers, and they
had such large lifts, it certainly decreased
our fishing here. We never fishal any gill
nets here at all. There has been others
fisning them around us here on the sly and
they get a pood many pickerel. They put
then in just as soon as the ice is out. The
pickerel are here just as soon as the ice is
ont. Gill nets are fished here some for
whitefish, from Port Huron. We never lished
£ill nets for whitefish or trout. All the
psople who own seines here confine them-
selves to seines entirely. = __ —
This is our first season for pound net
fishing. We got one net out May 15, but a
big blow came on and tore our rnets up so we
hed to take them out and fix them up, and it
was abont the first of June before we com-

menced fishing. We fish an 8-inch lead.
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The tunnel is 5, heart 6 and the pot 2 1/2-
inch mesh.

In the pound nets this spring we heve .
caucht prinecipally sturgeon and herring, and
& few pickerel. We could catch the pickerel
with the seines and 1 think the reason we
did not get them in the pots was on account
of the big lead. We 2lso got 2 few sheeps-~
head, mvullets, and 2 cet-fish. Did not get
any ‘suckers or blsek bass, but gpot & few
white bass. Did not pget eny pike, but got 2
maskinonge.

We have been bothered a good deal with
the fish gilling in the pot. They were all
herring. They would get their head in so
that they would drown and then would puff up
s0 that we would have to throw them away.
There was quite 2 good deal of it and I pre-
sume it was on account of the sturpeon being

in there. 1 think we have made some lifts
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in our two nets and probebly we would throw
away sometimes nearly a bushel. 1 should
sey r;iom 75 to 80 herring. We wonld have to
throw them away. We would throw them 'right
in the weter and the current would cerry
them awey. We put ell the offal back on the
land. But we threw over the fish that were
¢illed this season because they 211 threw
them in the water. The smsll pickerel would
gill in the net slso, but not many of them,
as we did not get many pickerel. A middling
good sized 'herriz‘ig would go through that
mesh ., ‘ _ ERR

The herring we got this spring, I think
100 of them would weigh 100 pounds. Fall
herring would not weigh only about half as
much. The first run of the fall herring are
& good sized herring, but I never notieced

then as big as they were this spring. Those

herring we got in the spring were very fat.



We ship them fresh mostly. Peddlers tszke
them, that is all. We would supply & ped-
dler twiece & week. We wounld take 600 or 700
at & time out of 2 pounds. 1In the fall they
used to be in large guantities, but we have
hed pocor herr‘ing fishing in-the fall for the
last £ or 6 years, We lay the scarcity of
herring to the nets down in Lske Erie cut-
ting them off. I think that we will get &
good run of herring tnis fell, however, judg-
ing from whst we have seen. o

We will keep our nets out of the water un-
til about September 20. We will simply wash
the net and dry it, but may tar the pot. We
tar our netg ourselves.

For the last S5 or 6 years we have had
poor herring fishing right along. There has
been po bad weather or anything of that sort

to cause the decressg, and the other herring

figheries are about the same as ours. At 77

-
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Kincardine I think they get more whitefish
and trout thsn we do¢ herse,.
L G A~

We wonld prefer the seine to any other, )

kind of Ffishing, end another taing, our

B

A

pound nets pet destroyed by tihie boats and

E :
!

rafts so much. ' ‘ S

Thnere hes never been any pollution here

i
|

from gatdust. There used to be any amount
of mills and they threw 21l their stuff in
the water, but it did not seem to make any
difference with our fishing. We have never
path been bothered with bark to amount to any-
“thing. There is 80 much ¢wrent here it
would take it right down the river. 3But we

u get the bark in the pound nsts, and there is

gome in them noi. We heve had no demage to '
MW our nets to speak of, except whet has been

“‘63:.{/1/ caused by the boats,

7 A pount net, ‘set''in the water complete,  /
+

B would be worth sbout $500. A seining outfit

4

+
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would be about $300. The wings of a seine
would last asbout 5 years and the center
about 2 yesars,

The fish are going down gensrally when we
catch them, 1 think, but the sturgeon scem
to be working in. In the fore part of the

gseason our vpper net does the best and in

‘'the latter part the lower one seems to 4o

the best. Our lead is mbout 75 rods and we
run out to 21 feet of water. When fishing
with seines we would make from 4 to 6 heuls
e deay. In the spring we would haul for pick-
erel and sturgeon. We have hauled in G0
baskets of herrins in one haul in October.

I have c¢leanad herring in the spring when
the spawn would be vesl soft, and in the

fall I have cleaned them when they were the

seame way. 1 think herring spawn pretty lete

generally. *I think whitefish spewn quite

lete in the fall slso. Our bottom is sandy
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end gravelly, but there is such a current
that the whitefish conld rot spswn here. At
Blue Point the bottom is rocky znd would be

a rood spawring ground.
”‘5-,/#‘1/'-*’

They plarst.'ec;i lots of both whitefish and /
pickerel here. There used to be men here in
the spring getting the spewn. Pearker used
to come vp here every spring from Sandwich.
They would plant the yvoung waitefish right
out here in the lake. I heve seen little
minnows ebouvt an inch long working right up

ageinst a strons eurrent,

; _ . . e
If the Government wonld make away with /

all tne pourd nets and £ill nets and let
then go on and seine wherever they could,
and in places where thegy could not seine let
then have the places for spawning grounds,
If there were nothing but seines used in the
lake, it wonld not be over 5 years b efore

theé fisnh would be back as abundent &s they
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ever were. We heve destroyed more small
fish with our 2 pounds this vear than we

wonuld in 3 yezars with the seines.
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